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280 Book Reviews M.V.H.R. 

Welfare campaig-ns in Iowa. By Marcus L. Hansen. [Chronicles of 
the world war. Edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh] (Iowa City: 
State historical society of Iowa, 1920. 297 p. $2.00) 

This book is an. account of the financial campaigns in Iowa for 
welfare activities connected with the world war. The seven "recog- 
nized" welfare organizations are considered: the Young Men's Chris- 
tian association, the Young Women's Christian association, the Knights 
of Columbus, the Jewish Welfare board, the Salvation army, the War 
Camp Community service, and the American Library association. The 
Red Cross is mentioned only incidentally; although there are undoubt- 
edly good reasons for this omission, a more complete explanation of 
these reasons might well have been presented. 

Local newspapers, bulletins, letters, and personal interviews are used 
as the principal sources of information. Thus a great wealth of material 
which would soon be lost is organized and made accessible. 

In general these financial campaigns proceeded from the conventional 
pre-war tactics used in the first Y. M. C. A. drive in 1917 to a method 
which was virtually taxation at the last. The chairman of one of the 
financial committees issued the following proclamation to those who 
had not made proper response to the requests for funds for welfare 
purposes: "Unless you make a trip to Marengo and straighten the 
same up the sheriff will call and give you a free ride to Marengo, but 
it will not be a return passage. We further desire to give the public 
notice that the time we make returns to headquarters at Marengo we 
will publish in the local paper a list of all those who fail to make their 
full quota. Take notice and govern yourself accordingly" (page 234). 
It is surprising that so little opposition to this method of arbitrary 
apportionment and big-stick methods of enforcement of giving was 
produced. But the question is raised: Why not have a real tax for 
welfare purposes rather than this system which is virtual taxation? 

The author discusses in a conclusion some of the "features" of the 
campaigns : the great number of persons engaged, the large sums raised, 
the absence of the ordinary "charity" attitude, the development toward 
a system of taxation, and the value of the financial campaigns for 
educational purposes. He could have added to this list a thing which is 
implicit in his whole book : the significance of the feeling of loyalty and 
social solidarity, for the significant thing about these campaigns was 
not the machinery that was used, but the attitudes of the people. 

E. H. Sutherland 



